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Cropland Use Up, Crop Failure and Idled Cropland Down From 1993 


@ Cropland estimated to be harvested in 1994 totals 311 
million acres, up from 299 million last year and the 
largest area harvested since 1986. 


@ One reason for the increased area harvested is a sharp 
drop in cropland idled in Federal programs in 1994. 


e@ Another reason is the lowest level of crop failure since 
1991. 


This issue of RTD UPDATES summarizes aggregate 
cropland estimates based heavily on surveys conducted by 
the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) during 
the first two weeks of June. Participation in the price 
support and production adjustment programs are based on 
the USDA’s report of the Preliminary Results of 1994 
Program Signup and on reports of participation in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 


An estimated 340 million cropland acres are expected to be 
used for crops in 1994, up 8 million from 1993 and the 
same as in 1992 (table 1). This increase resulted from a 
smaller estimated crop failure and a rather sharp decline in 
cropland idled by annual crop programs. 


Harvest estimates of principal crops total 309 million acres. 


When minor crops are included, total harvested acres will 
likely rise to more than 322 million acres. Nearly 11 
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million of the harvested acres are estimated to be double 
cropped. Allowing for double cropping, cropland harvested 
will total more than 311 million acres, up nearly 13 million 
acres from 1993. 


Estimated cropland harvested is up 11 percent in the Lake 
States, more than 7 percent in the Southeast, and 6 percent 
in the Corn Belt. Crop failure is estimated to be down, 
especially in the Corn Belt, and Lake States regions. 


Cropland idled by annual Federal crop programs was down 
11 million acres in 1994. Crop base acres idled by the CRP 
are unchanged from last year. All of the program crops but 
cotton had a zero ARP for 1994. Therefore, except for 
cotton, all of the idled base acres in annual programs are 
enrolled in the voluntary 0/85-92 and 50/85-92 programs 
(table 4). Part of the idled cotton acreage is enrolled in 
these programs as well. 


Preliminary data on crop base flexing in 1994 indicates 
large acreages flexed out of corn into soybeans and out of 
wheat into other program crops (table’S). As in past years, 
soybeans accounted for a large portion of the nét-change in 
cropland use from the flex provisions. Also as?in earlier 
years, cotton was the only program crop with a net increase 
in acreage from the crop base flex. a ; 


MO. =F B 
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Table 1--Major uses of cropland, United States, 1985-94 1/ 


Million acres 


Cropland used for crops 372 357 331 327 341 341 337 340 332 340 
Cropland harvested 3/ 334 316 293 287 306 310 306 308 299 311 
Crop failure tf 9 6 10 8 6 if 9 11 G 
Cultivated summer fallow 31 32 32 30 27 25 24 23 22 22 

Cropland idled by all 

Federal programs 4/ 31 48 76 78 61 62 65 2D 60 49 
Annual programs 31 46 60 53 31 28 30 20 23 12 
Long-term programs 0 2 16 25 30 34 35 35 36 36 

Total, specified uses 4/,5/ 403 405 407 405 402 403 402 395 391 389 


1/ Includes the 48 conterminous states. Fewer than 100,000 acres were used for the principal crops in Alaska and 
Hawaii. 2/ Preliminary, subject to revision. 3/ A double-cropped acre is counted as one acre. 4/ Breakdown may not 
add to totals due to rounding. 5/ Does not include cropland pasture or idle land not in Federal programs that is 
normally included in the total cropland base. 


Source: USDA, various published and unpublished data. 


Table 2--Cropland used for crops in 1994, and 1993-94 change, by region 


wn nn nn nn rn nr nn ee ern eee ee Share of 
Region Cropland Crop Summer all cropland 
harvested failure fallow Total 2/ used for crops 

1993: tt ee cnr r cere cere re eee- MATIN ONY AC RCS oa arte eel ier Percent 
Northeast 10.8 0.3 - niteenl 3.3 
Lake States 34.4 0.7 - Se! 10.3 
Corn Belt 81.1 0.9 - 82.0 24.1 
Northern Plains oaS 1.4 10.5 87.2 256 G 
Appalachian 16.5 0.3 = 16.8 4.9 
Southeast 10.1 0.6 - TOS Si 
Delta States 1520 0.3 - 16.1 Leal: 
Southern Plains Cae le) On7, 29.4 Bee 
Mountain 24.7 0.4 8.0 55 9.7 
Pacific 1525 02S 2.4 18.2 5.4 
United States 2/ 311.4 (Salf 21.6 339.7 100.0 
1992-93.-changes.+ = —— ——— asso tots n nsec ccicsccsccce PETCON Cen nail iwin ia min imiwiniminiwicinia atwinia = 

Northeast -0.9 50.0 4/ 0.0 

Lake States 11.0 -50.0 4/ 8.3 

Corn Belt 6.0 -69.0 4/ Se 

Northern Plains 4.7 -48.1 -1.9 Oe 

Appalachian Sia -40.0 4/ 1.8 

Southeast 7.4 -14.3 4/ 5.9 

Delta States ieo =25.0 4/ 1.3 

Southern Plains 0.0 -0.0 =12.5 -0.3 

Mountain 0.0 -20.0 0.0 -0.3 

Pacific 0.0 50.0 -4.0 0.0 

United States 2/,3/ 4.3 -39.1 EG 2.4 


- = None or fewer than 50,000 acres. 

1/ Preliminary. Based on farmers’ intentions to harvest. 2/ Breakdown may not add to totals due to rounding. 
3/ Includes the 48 conterminous States. Fewer than 100,000 acres were used for the principal crops in Alaska and Hawaii. 
4/ No change or less than 0.05 percent. 


Source: USDA, various published and unpublished data. 


Table 3--Cropland idled under Federal acreage reduction programs, by region, 1985-94 


Region 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1/ 
& Million acres 
Northeast 0.2 0.5 0.9 0.9 Onn O27 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.4 
Lake States 2.0 4.2 7.0 Ont 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.0 5.6 3.4 
Corn Belt 3.8 Ge5 15.33 13.9 8.8 9.0 8.2 7.3 10.0 6.0 
Northern Plains 10.1 14.3 19.7 20.8 15.8 16.8 18.4 14.8 15.0 12.2 
Appalachian 0.5 1.3 Cats 3.0 One 2.3 Oe) 19) Zap 1.8 
Southeast ORM 1.3 520 Se 3.0 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.6 
Delta States 1.9 2.4 Smo a 3c0 2.6 Cal, 22e 2.4 2.1 
Southern Plains Sng 8.3 milena 12.0 10.0 9.8 11.0 9.0 9.1 8.6 
Mountain Say 5.4 8.7 10.2 9.1 9.6 10.5 9.3 9.1 8.5 
Pacific 126 2.2 3.5 8 3.2 Seat 3.6 Saul 2.9 2.8 
United States 2/ 3/ 30.7 48.1 76.2 Get 60.8 61.6 64.5 54.9 59.8 48.5 


1/ Preliminary. 2/ Includes the 48 conterminous States. Because of rounding, regional data may not sum to U.S. 
totals. 3/ Includes cropland idled by 0/92 and 50/92 programs from 1986 through 1992, except for about 0.5 million 
acres in 1991, 0.7 million acres in 1992, 0.8 million acres in 1993, and 1.3 million acres in 1994 enrolled in 0/92 
or 50/92 programs and planted to minor oilseeds. Also includes cropland acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
program (see tables 1 and 4). 


Source: USDA, ASCS, various published and unpublished data. 


Table 4--Cropland idled under Federal acreage reduction programs by crop base acres, United States, 1985-94 


Program and crop 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1/ 
Million acres 

Annual programs, base acres: 
Corn 5.4 14.2 esne 20.5 10.8 Ole 7.4 S22 (OST¢ 2.0 
Sorghum 0.9 2.9 4.1 3.9 3.3 523 2.4 2.0 Que 125 
Barley 0.7 2.0 3.0 2.8 25 2.9 Cau 2.3 ene 1.9 
Oats 0.1 Os5 0.8 Os 0.3 0.2 OLS 0.6 0.8 0.5 
Wheat 18.8 21.0 23.9 22.5 9.6 aD Deo hes 5.4 4.2 
Cotton 556 4.0 3.9 eee Sa5 2.0 ee iets 1.4 fet, 
Rice 1.2 eD 1.6 lie lime 0 0.9 0.4 0.7 0.2 

Total, annual programs 2/ 30.7 46.1 60.5 SES 30.9 2737 30.1 19.5 23.4 Ze 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), base acres: 3/ 
Corn 0.2 Zes 2.8 3.4 5.8 3.9 4.1 4.3 4.3 
Sorghum Ore liere 1.9 gre 2.4 2.4 2.4 Cao 2.5 
Barley Oe thet] 1.9 2.4 Qa 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.8 
Oats Oe 0.5 0.9 ist 1.3 leo 1.4 1.4 1.4 
Wheat 0.6 4.2 ed 8.8 10.3 10.4 10.6 10.8 10.8 
Cotton OF OR Uae Mee le3 Wind) ee 1.4 1.4 
Rice 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 4/ 

Total CRP-idled base acres 2/ lee 10.0 1525 19.0 21.8 22.0 22.6 23.3 23.3 


Total base acres idled 2/ 300 47.4 70.5 68.8 49.9 49.5 5254 42.1 46.7 35.4 
Total CRP-idled nonbase acres UB T/ Ses 8.9 10.9 eat 12.4 12.8 (Bigt4 13.2 


Total cropland idled under 

Federal programs 2/ 30.7 48.1 ome teat 60.8 61.6 64.5 54.9 58.8 48.5 

1/ Preliminary. 2/ Because of rounding, crop acreages may not sum to the totals. Base acreages idled under 0/92 and 50/92 
programs from 1986 through 1992 are included in annual program data. However, base acres of feed grains and wheat enrolled 
in 0/92 and planted to oilseeds in 1991 (0.5 million acres), in 1992 (0.7 million acres), in 1993 (1.0 million acres), and 
in 1994 (1.3 million acres) are not included. 3/ Program began in 1986. Small acreages of peanut and tobacco base were 
bid into the CRP in addition to the crops listed. 4/ Less than 50,000 acres. 





Source: USDA, ASCS, various published and unpublished data. 


Table 5--Use of crop base flex area by program crop, United States, 1994 1/ 


Thousand acres 


Flexed from other program crops 770 390 97 56 756 531 29 2,629 
Flexed to other program crops -478 -303 -317 -245 -1,306 -132 -53 -2,833 
Flexed to nonprogram crops: 
Soybeans Serco) -179 -48 =32 -613 -28 -144 -3,323 
Minor oilseeds -44 -6 -62 -10 - 168 ae =. -299 
Other nonprogram crops -124 cai Gy -45 -13 -240 -13 -17 -468 
Subtotal - Nonprogram crops 2/ -2,447 -200 -156 2) 02K -43 - 168 -4,090 
Net change from flex provisions 2/ =27 156 -114 =576 -243 Seon 356 -191 -4,295 
Normal flex acres 3/ -10,028 =a OSG, alee -425  -10,193 -2,037 -588 -26,270 
Optional flex acres 4/ -6,685 -1,098 -901 -283 -6,795 -1,358 So 92ers litieo tS 
Total flex acres possible 2/ = Owes 2 tec: -708 -16,988 -3,396 -980 -43,784 


1/ A negative number indicates the area flexed (or available for flexing) out of the crop heading the column to 
another crop. A positive number indicates the area flexed into the crop heading the column from another program crop. 
2/ Distributions may not add to totals due to rounding. 3/ Normal flex acres were computed as 15 percent of 
enrolled base acres of the program crops. 4/ Optional flex acres could be up to an additional two-thirds of 
the normal flex acres (10 percent of enrolled base acres). 


Source: USDA, OPA, "Preliminary Results of 1994 Program Signup," Release No. 0429.94, June 3, 1994. 


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabili- 
ties who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA 
Office of Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD). 


To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, or call (202) 720-7327 (voice) 
or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 
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